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sive Power; following the collapse of Napoleon IIPs European
hegemony and the abrogation of the Black Sea clauses, expan-
sionist Pan-Slavism attained its highest vogue among her official
classes. Disraeli., with his special interest in India and in Eng-
land's new route to it, could not be indifferent to the threat which
thus overhung the eastern Mediterranean. He sought to parry
it, and at the same time to avoid war; and in this dual purpose
(whatever be thought of his policy in longer perspective) he suc-
ceeded against odds. Where motive and result were so clear, it
seems superfluous to impute also (as Gladstone did1) a racial
bias. Still it is true that Disraeli, although a baptized and con-
forming member of the Church of England, preserved valued
contacts with the heads of the Jewish community in Europe,
and that that community was and continued to be extremely
pro-Turkish in outlook.
About midsummer 1875, following a bad harvest in 1874, the
warlike Serbs of Herzegovina rose in rebellion against taxes.
Volunteers from Serbia helped them, and soon the rising spread
all over Bosnia. The Powers made various attempts to localize
it, Austria-Hungary taking the lead, because her territory ad-
joined Bosnia, and her foreign minister, Anclrassy, was secretly
ambitious to occupy it. In August Austria-Hungary, Germany,
and Russia (the governments composing the Dreikaiserbund)
began conferring at Vienna. But Great Britain was not; invited;
and Disraeli, whose ambassador at Constantinople, Sir H. Elliott,
was excessively pro-Turkish, started feeling his way towards a
policy of his own. At the Guildhall, on 9 November 1875, he took
occasion to assert that British interests in the Eastern Question
were not less important than those of the three Eastern Powers.
On i December the Sultan sanctioned a scheme of reforms. It
was good on paper, but nobody (save perhaps Elliott) believed
in it. On 30 December Andrassy issued on behalf of the Eastern
Powers a Note, which Disraeli and Lord Derby, against Elliott's
opinion, accepted. The Note expressed the fear that (as actually
happened) Bulgaria would rise when the snows melted, and
Serbia and Montenegro would be drawn into the struggle. To
forestall this it proposed another set of reforms. The Sultan
accepted them on paper, but obstructed their going any farther.
Nationalist feeling began stirring in Turkey, and on G May 1876
a Moslem mob at Salonica murdered (with curious impartiality)
1 Lord Morley, Life (1903), bk. vii, ch. iv, § a.

